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Welcome to Greenfields

As the Headteacher of Greenfields Community Primary School, I am delighted to welcome you 
and your child into the Greenfields family.

At Greenfields, we are committed to providing the best possible education for all children at all 
times. We want to work in close partnership with parents, carers and our local community to 
provide a happy, safe and inspirational learning experience.

Our school brochure should support your child’s entry to our nursery, but please do not hesitate 
to contact us if you require any other information. We would be delighted to show you around 
the school and answer any questions you might have.

We publish a weekly newsletter on our website (www.greenfieldsprimary.co.uk), so that you can 
keep up to date with all of the school’s latest news and events. 

You could also take a look at our school facebook page (www.facebook.com/greenfieldscps) or 
our twitter page (twitter.com/greenfieldscps) #GoGreenfields

Mrs Linda Taylor

BELONG to the Greenfields family, BELIEVE in yourself, ACHIEVE your potential



The warm and welcoming ethos of this 
school, with its caring relationships, 
successfully supports pupils who feel 
very safe and happy. 

Ofsted

School Values Statement
At Greenfields Community Primary School, we believe 
that the most successful learning takes place when we 
work together in partnership with parents and carers. 
This ethos underpins pupils’ spiritual, moral, cultural 
and social development through the curriculum and all 
other activities.

Our school values statement expresses our beliefs as a 
school community and sets out the core purpose of our 
school:

• To provide inspirational learning opportunities, so that  
  every child can achieve their potential, becoming 
  lifelong learners

• To deliver an enriched, meaningful curriculum that  
  engages and motivates children, fostering a love of  
  learning

• To build strong relationships with parents, carers and  
  community partners to maximise learning experiences  
  for all

• To ensure children understand their rights and 
  responsibilities, enabling them to make appropriate 
  behaviour choices, showing care and respect for each   
  other and the world around them

• To create a safe, nurturing environment, in which 
  children strive to be the best they can be and feel  
  pride in their achievements, leaving with self belief, 
  aspiration and memories to treasure

Our key message to all of our children, can be summed 
up in the following words:

BELONG to the Greenfields family, 
BELIEVE in yourself, 
ACHIEVE your potential.

www.facebook.com/greenfieldscps                         @greenfieldscps #gogreenfields



Admission to Nursery
Parents can register their children at any time and 
applications for admission to nursery should be made 
directly to school. If you would like an application form, 
contact Mrs Coyle, the Foundation Stage Leader on 
0191 200 7919 or email her at 
greenfieldscommunity.primary@northtyneside.gov.uk

Letters offering children a place in nursery are sent 
during the term before the proposed starting date. 
Children are also invited to visit with parents or carers 
during the term prior to starting nursery. 

We believe that a good home/school relationship is 
important to help your child’s smooth transition into 
nursery. We always offer a Home Visit prior to 
admission so that nursery staff can meet you and your 
child in familiar surroundings. A photograph album 
containing pictures of our nursery is brought along and 
your child is encouraged to talk about what they like to 
do. Our aim is to make your child feel comfortable with 
us and to introduce them to some of the events that they 
will enjoy when they join our nursery. We want to work in 
partnership with parents and to involve you as much as 
possible in the education of your child. If your child has 
any medical needs (e.g. allergies) or there are other 
special needs or circumstances, the Home Visit is a 
good opportunity to discuss these with nursery staff.

We ask parents and children to complete an admissions 
booklet before starting nursery. This includes essential 
information (e.g. emergency telephone numbers, health 
details etc); it also includes some information from your 
child (e.g. likes and dislikes), which we ask parents to 
write down on their behalf. 

To ensure that the first days of nursery go as smoothly 
as possible, children are admitted to nursery in a 
staggered intake. Nursery staff discuss this with parents 
at the Home Visit.

Please note that admission to nursery does not 
automatically secure a place in Reception.

email: greenfieldscommunity.primary@northtyneside.gov.uk

The staff are brilliant and my son always 
enjoys his day at nursery. He has learnt 
lots including Nursery Rhymes that not 
even I know...yet!  Thank you

Parent



BELONG to the Greenfields family, BELIEVE in yourself, ACHIEVE your potential

School Organisation
At Greenfields, the school is organised into four 
phases of learning, each with its own Phase Leader. 
Nursery is in the Foundation Stage and Mrs Coyle is 
the Foundation Stage Leader.

Nursery Sessions
There are two nursery sessions:

• Mornings: 8:30 to 11:30 am. We are able to offer a   
  flexible starting time, but all children should be in   
  nursery no later than 9:00 am when the nursery   
  gates are locked.

• Afternoons: 12:15 to 3:15 pm. We are able to offer a 
  flexible starting time, but all children should be in   
  nursery no later than 12:45 pm when the nursery   
  gates are locked.

All children must be brought to and collected from 
nursery by an adult named in the admission booklet. If 
there is an emergency and someone unknown to 
school staff has to collect your child, nursery staff must 
be informed in advance. 

Parents are requested not to allow children to play in 
the nursery playground at the beginning or the end of 
nursery sessions; school cannot be responsible for 
any accidents that might occur at times when parents 
should be supervising.

There is a one-way system for traffic using the school 
site. The speed limit of 5mph must be adhered to for 
the safety of the children. We would encourage you to 
walk to and from school rather than drive, whenever 
possible.

I am thrilled that we chose Greenfields 
for my daughter. She has thrived 
during her first few terms at nursery, 
and the team have been fantastic.

Parent 



Early Years Foundation Stage 
Curriculum
Play underpins all development and learning for young 
children. Most children play spontaneously, although 
some may need adult support. 

It is through play that children can:

• explore, develop and represent learning experiences  
  that can help them make sense of the world
• practise and build up ideas, concepts and skills
• take risks and make mistakes
• think creatively and imaginatively
• communicate with others as they investigate or     
  solve problems

We aim to provide well-planned experiences based on 
children’s spontaneous play, both indoors and outdoors. 
We follow a wide and varied curriculum working towards 
the 'Early Learning Goals for children's learning' - which 
are the standards that children are expected to meet by 
the end of their year in Reception. More information 
about this can be found on the Department for 
Education website. 

The areas of learning that we cover are:

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development
• Communication and Language 
• Physical Development
• Literacy
• Expressive Arts and Design
• Mathematics
• Understanding the World

www.facebook.com/greenfieldscps                         @greenfieldscps #gogreenfields
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Daily Routines
For a large part of each session, children take some 
responsibility for their own learning and choose their 
own activity. Staff are there to support, extend and 
develop play and talk to the children about what is 
happening.

The children will also meet together in small groups to 
have a snack of milk/fruit and to reflect on what they 
have done. Small group time may also consist of 
number games, making things, listening activities, etc.

The children are involved in physical activities daily, e.g. 
outdoor toys, dance, games, gymnastics and acting out 
stories.

The last part of each session is whole group time, which 
may be sharing a book together, introducing a theme, 
songs, rhymes, music and special news. 

Parents are kept informed about half termly plans and 
weekly themes via the school website and the notice 
board in the nursery entrance so that they can do follow 
up activities at home. 

There is a library system in operation to take books 
home. Once a week (usually a Monday), children are 
asked to return their book to school in their book bag 
and are encouraged to choose a new book to share with 
parents at home. 

Snacks
Under the Government’s School Fruit & Vegetable 
Scheme, your child is entitled to receive a free piece of 
fruit or vegetable each day and also a free bottle of milk.  
If your child does not like the fruit or milk offered, an 
alternative healthy snack and a beaker of water will be 
provided. If your child is allergic to any food or drink, 
please let us know.

The school operates a healthy eating policy and children 
are not allowed to bring sweets to school, unless they 
are to be shared for a special occasion, e.g. a birthday 
treat.



Nursery Clothes
It is important that children can be independent by 
wearing clothes that they can learn to manage 
themselves. Our nursery uniform is chosen with this in 
mind, e.g. sweatshirt sleeves that are easily pushed 
up for painting, gluing, sand play, etc. and joggers that 
can be easily pulled up and down when going to the 
toilet. It would also be useful to have shoes with easy 
fastenings, such as Velcro. Nursery uniform is easily 
washable and school paint does wash out, but it needs 
soaking in cold water before washing normally.  

Prior to starting nursery, please reinforce proper toilet 
procedures with your child, including washing hands.  
We keep a supply of spare clothes in case of 
accidents and ask that parents wash any school 
clothing before returning it.

Jewellery
Please be aware that, for Health & Safety reasons, 
children must not wear jewellery at Nursery (this 
includes earrings). The children are involved in 
physical activities every day and jewellery can be a 
hazard to both the child wearing the jewellery and to 
the other children.

Personal Belongings
We ask all parents to ensure that clothes and shoes 
are named. We also ask that children's own personal 
belongings and toys are left at home. If personal 
belongings get mislaid or broken this can be a source 
of distress, so it is much easier for home things to stay 
at home. 

Occasionally children may be asked to bring 
something from home linked to the learning theme. If 
staff do want children to bring something to school a 
letter will always be sent home in advance.

email: greenfieldscommunity.primary@northtyneside.gov.uk



Attendance
For children to get the best possible start to school life, 
it is extremely important that they attend nursery on a 
regular basis. The target set by the government for all 
children is at least 96% attendance each school year; 
this equals less than 5 days absence a year.

If your child cannot attend nursery, please leave a 
message with the school office (0191 2007919) or 
nursery mobile (07835 929469). If nursery staff do not 
know why a child is absent, it is automatically recorded 
as unauthorised in the register.  

If children have an infectious illness, when deciding 
whether the absence can be authorised, we use the 
Health Protection Agency guidance to schools about the 
recommended time that children should be kept away 
from school, e.g. If your child has been sick or has had 
diarrhoea, they must be clear for 48 hours before 
returning to nursery.  

Holidays in Term Time

The Government’s amendments to the 2006 regulations 
make it clear that Headteachers may no longer grant 
any leave of absence during term time unless there are 
exceptional circumstances. Parents/carers are no 
longer entitled to take their child(ren) on holiday during 
term time.

To ensure that there is consistency between nursery 
and the main school, the governors have decided that 
we will not grant authorised leave of absence of term 
time family holidays throughout Greenfields. Authorised 
leave of absence can now only be granted in 
exceptional circumstances. The school’s governing 
body must be satisfied that the circumstances are 
exceptional and warrant the granting of leave, therefore 
any requests for leave of absence must be put in 
writing, so that the Headteacher can discuss the 
request with governors. Low cost travel or 
arrangements made by another family member or 
friends are not deemed to be exceptional 
circumstances. 

BELONG to the Greenfields family, BELIEVE in yourself, ACHIEVE your potential



Disclaimer

The information given in this brochure, which relates to the school year 2013/14 was 
valid at the time of printing. It should not be assumed that there would be no changes 
affecting either the arrangements generally described in this brochure or in any 
particular part of them before the start of the school year or in subsequent years.

Any anticipated changes or developments have been included as part of the text.
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